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XI. — A Description of the Temple of Jaggannat'ha * and of the Rat'h-JatrA, 
or Car Festival. By F. Mansbach, Esq., in a Letter to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Walter Raleigh Gilbert, by whom it was communicated to the Royal 
Asiatic Society. 

Read 3d of December 1831. 
To Colonel Gilbert. 

Pooree, the 27th October, 1827. 

My dear Sir : 

Although you personally have visited Jagganndfha and its famous Hin- 
du temple, yet I am sure that some account from a person who for several 
years has resided there will not prove entirely uninteresting, and I there- 
fore thought it best to employ my evening leisure hours to put to paper the 
information I have been able to collect from time to time, trusting to your 
kindness and indulgence with regard to the imperfections in style, language, 
and, in fact, every thing else. 

The temple was erected by Rajah Anung Bhim Deo, and completed 
in A.D. 1198. All the land within twenty miles of the temple is considered 
holy ; but the most sacred spot is enclosed with a stone wall twenty-four 
feet in height, and forms nearly a square, two sides of which measure each 
six hundred and seventy-six feet, and the two other six hundred and sixty 
feet in length. Within this area are about fifty temples dedicated to various 
idols ; but the most conspicuous consists of one lofty tower, two hundred feet 
high and twenty-eight feet square inside, and is called the " Bard Dewal." 
and two adjoining stone buildings with pyramidical roofs. The idol Jag- 
gannat'ha, his brother Balabhadra, and his sister Subhadra, occupy the 
tower. The first pyramidical building, which is sixty feet square, is con- 
nected with the tower, and is the place where the idol is worshipped during 
the bathing festival (Sndn-Jdtrd"), and adjoining it is a low building on 
pillars, with a fabulous animal in the centre, which is intended as an awning 
to shelter the entrance from the rays of the sun ; and after this again is a 
second building with a pyramidical stone roof, where the food prepared for 

* Vtdg. Juggernaut'h. 
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the pilgrims is daily brought previous to distribution. The priests and 
Brahmans connected with the temple pretend that the latter building has been 
removed hither from Kanarak (the black pagoda), and is called the Bhoga- 
Mandap. The art of arching appears to have been entirely unknown at 
the time the temple of Jagganndfha was built, as these buildings have -very 
large iron beams, and their roofs consist of successive layers of stone laid 
flat, and in some instances the successively projecting layers were continued 
till one single stone could reach across the opening and close it up. The 
roofs are ornamented in a singular style, and represent monsters which can 
only be understoood by a drawing. The walls of the temple, which are 
visible beyond the enclosure, • are covered with statues of stone, of which 
several represent the famous Hindu God Maha Deva, with his wife Par- 
vati, in attitudes so grossly indecent, that it seems surprising that any 
superstition could debase human beings to such degree, as to make them 
introduce into the most sacred places such filthy and obscene representations. 

Each side of the boundary wall has a large gateway in the centre, but the 
grand entrance is in the eastern face, or the " Singh-Darwdza" and there 
is a second enclosure within, the area of which is raised about twenty-five 
feet. Close to the outer wall there is a very elegant stone column of basalt, 
the pedestal of which is highly ornamented, the shaft being of a single 
stone exhibiting sixteen sides, the diameter about eight feet, and the whole 
column measuring about forty feet; on the top is a figure of Hanuman, a 
Hindu deity, who assumed the shape of a monkey. This extremely well 
executed pillar was originally erected before the great gate of the temple of 
the Sun at Kanara/c, and when most of the buildings of that temple were 
relinquished, it was removed to Jagganndfha, ; and the original ornament is 
said to have been the figure of Aruna, the charioteer of the Sun, and the 
pillar is thence called Jruna-khambhd. 

Near the north-east angle of the boundary wall of the temple there is a 
lofty arch of pot-stone, which is used during the festival of the DoUJdtrd, 
when three massive silver images are swung backwards and forwards, the 
swing being fastened to the stone arch by brass chains. 

You may easily imagine that, a very large establishment of priests and 
others are attached to the temple, but you will perhaps feel surprised when 
1 state their number to be at least three thousand families, exclusive of four 
hundred families of cooks to prepare the holy food called Mahdprasdd. 

The provisions furnished daily for the idol and his attendants consist of 
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two hundred and twenty seers of rice, ninety-seven seers of kallai, twenty- 
four seers of mung, a hundred and eighty-eight seers of clarified buffalo's 
butter, ninety seers of molasses, thirty-five seers of vegetables, a hundred 
seers of milk, thirteen seers of spices, twenty seers of salt, and twenty-two 
seers of lamp-oil. This holy food is presented to the idol three times a day, 
and the gates are cautiously shut during this presentation, and none but a 
few personal servants of the idol are allowed to be present. This meal lasts 
for about an hour, during which period the dancing-girls attached to the 
temple (consisting in number of a hundred and twenty) dance and sing in 
the room with many pillars. On the ringing of a large bell the doors are 
thrown open, the food is removed, and the Rajah of Khurda, as high-priest 
of the temple, divides it with the priests. The Mahdprasdd prepared for 
sale to the pilgrims, or bespoken by the inhabitants, is not brought into the 
large tower, but collected in the Bhoga-Mandap, where it can be seen and 
properly sanctified by the idol from his distant throne. In addition to this 
food, a very considerable extra quantity is allowed for great festivals, and 
nothing can pollute the food prepared in the temple and sanctified by the 
idol Jaggannat'ha ; but indeed nothing can be more convenient than such 
a belief, as of course you are aware that Hindus in general must eat their 
food where it is cooked, and a thousand things may pollute it. The conse- 
quence is, that cooks are employed to prepare food for most of the pilgrims, 
and at a price which of course varies according to the demand, but is always 
highest during the festivals ; and a few days before the festival of the Rafh- 
Jdird food is cooked and sanctified for at least a hundred thousand pil- 
grims : and it will be easily credited that on such occasions the above- 
mentioned four hundred families of cooks have as full employment in pro- 
curing food, as the three thousand priests have in attending the ceremonies 
of the pilgrims. 

Besides various minor, there are thirteen principal festivals celebrated at 
Jaggannat'ha during the year, viz. 

1. Chandana-Jdtrd The powder festival. 

2. Sndn do Bathing do. 

3. Rat'h do Car do. 

4. BdJiara do Do. returning. 

5. S'ayana- do Lying down do. 

6. Janma do Birth do. 

7. Kunja-griha do Arbour do. 
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8. Rasa Jdtrd . Dancing festival. 

9. U'ni do Warm clothing do. 

lO.Abhisheca do , Anointing do. 

11. Macara do The festival of Capricorn 

12. D6l do....... The swinging festival. 

13. Rama Navami do The festival of the birth of Rama. 

The powder-festival, swinging, bathing, and Rat'h festivals, are those most 

attended. 

Such Hindus as perform the pilgrimage to Jagganndfha contrive to arrive 
from the month of October to the end of June, as the roads are extremely 
bad, most of the districts being inundated, and very unhealthy during 
the rains. Some pilgrims go and return after four or five days, while again 
others sojourn for two or three months. After the preliminary ceremonies 
are gone through, and the fees paid, the pilgrim, accompanied by his priest, 
goes and looks at the image ; he next bathes in the sea, and then returning 
to the temple, purchases some holy food called Mahdprasdd, sanctified by 
Jaggannat'ha himself, and with it performs the ceremonies for his deceased 
ancestors. During his stay he performs and attends daily new solemnities, 
and makes offerings to Jaggannat'ha through the priests ; the officiating 
priests supply him for payment with- food ready dressed, which is considered 
particularly nutritious, having been first presented to Jaggannat'ha, who 
eats by proxy fifty times each day. The pilgrim or penitent also feasts the 
priests, and is permitted to eat with all descriptions of pilgrims of whatever 
caste they may be ; and various stories are told and causes assigned, all 
equally irrational, to account for the singular exception of permitting an 
act to be done here which, if performed anywhere else,- would render the 
individual the most miserable outcast. That excess of fanaticism, which is 
stated erroneously in several missionary accounts to prompt pilgrims to 
court death by throwing themselves in crowds under the wheels of the car 
of Jaggannat'ha, has either never existed, or has long ceased to actuate the 
present worshippers of that idol. It is true that, during four Rat'h festivals 
i have witnessed, three cases of this revolting species of immolation have 
occurred : but I may also be permitted to observe that one of them was 
doubtful indeed, and should probably be ascribed to a mere accident ; and 
in the other two instances the victims had long been suffering from that 
excruciating complaint the leprosy, and had chosen this mode of ridding 
themselves of the burthen of life in preference to other modes of suicide. 
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The waste of human life occasioned by pilgrimage, though doubtless very 
melancholy in an unfavourable season and when the Rafh festival occurs 
late, has nevertheless been greatly exaggerated. Some old persons come to 
die at Jagganndt'lia, and many measure the distance from their homes to 
Jagganndt'ha by their own length on the ground ; but besides .all. these vo- 
luntary sufferings, many endure great hardships when travelling,, from bad 
food, &c. if they are not well supplied with cash. At Jagganndt'ha itself 
the poor and indigent pilgrims are extremely well taken care of, and in 
cases of sickness supplied with medical aid, medicines, and food gratis, and 
nothing is left undone by Government to add to their comforts, and secure 
them against the oppressions of their own rapacious priests and Pandits ; 
and I can assure you that the pilgrims -are aware of, and greatly thankful 
for the liberality of Government. 

We have some missionaries down here, who, with the Bible in their hand 
and abundance of zeal, walk forth at Jagganndt'ha and into .the neighbouring 
fields and villages, expecting that their well-meant exhortations are to con- 
vert the heathen ; but nothing can be more fallacious than the idea, that a 
Hindu who has travelled a couple of thousand miles from his home to 
worship the idol of Jagganndt'ha, should become a convert to Christianity 
at that place ; and the missionaries might just as well leave this district at 
once, where, after five years zealous labour, not one native has been con- 
verted by them. The practice of a missionary haranguing a mob in a public 
street is, in my humble opinion, one of the worst modes of teaching and 
converting that could possibly be adopted. I have, however, heard these 
very same Baptist missionaries assert, that the natives do collect and listen 
with the most apparent interest and greatest attention ; but so I really be- 
lieve they would to any stranger on any other subject, for you are aware 
that the natives in general possess great curiosity, and a vast deal of what is 
commonly called good nature. These same missionaries further state, that 
the natives receive their religious tracts or pamphlets with thanks ; but so 
they would receive any other paper, for they are the most inquisitive race 
upon earth, and, from my acquaintance with the native character, I cannot 
after all infer, from their listening to the one and receiving the other, that 
they are one iota nearer to Christianity. The natives in general are great 
idlers, especially the pilgrims at Jagganndt'ha, who have no occupation^ 
there but to worship the idol, and would for the sake of gossiping, of which 
they are immoderately fond, run after, visit, and listen to any missionary ; 
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but as to what they have heard, it has as much effect upon their mind as the 
passing sea-breeze at Pooree, although perhaps a missionary, bent upon conver- 
sion, may, from their professions, believe that he has made some impression 
upon them, for you of course must know what adepts the natives are in the 
meanest dissimulation, and how very perfect in flattery. I assure you I have 
seen a Hindu from the Upper Provinces most devoutly listen to a discourse 
held by a missionary in the public street at Jagganndt'ha, beg a tract, and 
upon the missionary's retiring, run to the temple-gate, throw it away at the 
threshold of the temple door, and fall down with his forehead on the floor : 
this is what I have seen, and needs no comment from a simple person 
like me. 

In conclusion, I shall offer a short sketch of the Rat'h festival, such as 
celebrated at this most famous place of Hindu worship. On the new moon 
of the month of Ashdr this grand festival is celebrated, and three large 
Rat'hs, or cars of wood, are prepared for the occasion, of which the first 
has sixteen wheels, each six feet in diameter ; the platform to receive the idol 
Jaggannat'ha is twenty-six feet square, and the whole car is fully forty feet 
high from the ground. The wood-work is ornamented with images of dif- 
ferent idols and painted, and the car has a lofty dome covered with English 
woollens of the most gaudy colours, which are bought at the import ware- 
house in Calcutta ; a large wooden image is placed on one side as a cha- 
rioteer or driver of the car, and several wooden horses are suspended in 
front of the car with their legs in the air. Six strong cables are fastened to 
the Rat'h, by which it is dragged on its journey. The concourse of pilgrims 
is always very great, and every precaution is taken by the authorities to 
prevent accidents ; and I am happy to add that the humane exertions of the 
officiating commissioner and the magistrate have been amply rewarded, as 
not one accident has occurred in my time by the admission of the pilgrims 
to the temple : and as only Hindus are admitted within the temple, it is 
necessary to trust to the priests so far as regards the management and pre- 
cautions inside. A loud shout from the multitude announces the approach 
of the idol Jaggannat'ha, who is carried from the temple by a number of 
priests appointed for that purpose by the high priest, and generally called 
Dytas. A short time after, the Rajah of Khurda, as hereditary high priest, 
makes his appearance in a state-palankeen of a strange construction, and 
followed by large state elephants, and generally alights near the Rat'h of 
the idol Balabhadha, which, together with the idol Subhadra, are placed 
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upon two separate Rat'hs like that of JaggannAt'ha, except being a little 
smaller, the one having only fourteen wheels and the other twelve wheels. 
The Rajah is surrounded by a large train of priests, and immediately pros- 
trates himself before the idol Jaggannat'ha, amidst the shouts of the pilgrims 
and the piercing notes of the shrill silver trumpets ; he then with a broom 
sweeps the floor of the car, and is presented by the priests with a silver 
vessel containing essence of sandal-wood, with which the floor is sprinkled 
all around the idol, from whom he receives, as a mark of honour, a garland 
of flowers, which the priests take from the image, and put round the Rajah's 
neck. The Rajah then descends from the car, and proceeds bare-footed to 
the car of each of the idols, and endeavours to propel them forward, with- 
out which ceremonies it is supposed they could not afterwards be moved. 
On a signal being given a most active scene commences, and several thou- 
sand men, each holding a small green branch in his hand, come running to 
the Rat'hs, clearing their way through the crowd fur a considerable distance 
in regular files, and immediately lay hold upon the cables, each man first 
having touched the car with his branch, and then, aided by the pilgrims 
(men and women), pull the Rafhs to their destination, taking care to keep 
their faces towards the idol, who is driven to his garden-house where he 
resides, and is worshipped for four days, and then returns in the same way 
to the temple. The manifest helplessness of the block of wood during this 
journey does not in the least weaken the faith of the infatuated pilgrims, 
and I assure you that he is carried the whole journey amidst the shouts of 
his votaries, who. are eager to worship the images, and will submit to any 
thing rather than being prevented from accompanying the idol on that 
occasion ; and if ever I should consider interference dangerous, I would 
not hesitate to pronounce it to be so on the occasion of this festival. Allow 
me however to observe, that the servants of the Government do not inter- 
fere with the interior economy of the temple, and far less with their clerical 
and spiritual ceremonies, which are entirely left to the Rajah of Khurcla 
as high-priest. The servants only collect the tax, which is expended in 
keeping up the road to Jaggannat'ha, and for the rest limit their interference 
to the protection of the pilgrims against any oppressions of their priests and 
Pandits ; the fees paid by them are very moderate, are gladly paid by the 
wealthy, and never objected to by those in moderate circumstances, and 
the really poor and by far the greater number of pilgrims are invariably 
exempted and admitted gratis to the temple, and have the benefit of the 
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sheds constructed and kept up by the Government for the poorer order of 
pilgrims. Much is said against the Government countenancing such a system 
of idolatry ; but I solemnly and conscientiously declare, that I do not see 
how Government could with any propriety relinquish the control of the 
temple without subjecting its votaries to the most cruel oppressions, and 
which even the most efficient police would not be able to check. But I 
fear I have already said too much, and fear also that I have laid myself open 
to the charge of advocating my own cause, considering that I derive my 
daily bread in two hundred and fifty good full-weight sicca rupees per 
mensem for collecting the tax ; but I trust, also, that you will believe me, 
when I assure you that I have not once thought of myself by writing these 
ideas down : and besides, what does my opinion signify ? and who, in the 
name of God, would even do me the honour to call for it upon such 
occasions ? 

The district of Cuttack* is generally considered very poor, and is perhaps 
the poorest of all the Honourable Company's possessions ; and much industry 
is promoted by the pilgrims who come down here, each at an average 
spending ten rupees cash in the district, and thus, at the very lowest cal- 
culation, bring more than 8,00,000 sicca rupees into circulation annually, 
where perhaps under other circumstances scarcely one-twentieth part of 
that amount would be circulated. It may be asserted that this is only to 
bring the cash from one possession into another, and that nothing is gained 
thereby ; but 1 believe the political economists have been puzzled in finding 
out means to bring the coin into circulation, and that much is gained in the 
way of trade by the pilgrims, not only at Jaggunnafha itself but also on the 
way to it, is certain. 

I have once more to implore your indulgence with regard to the many 
errors, and no doubt numerous imperfections in this short sketch ; but the 
whole has been written in the evenings, by candlelight, and my eyes not 
being of the first order, and suffering from the glare of the sand during the 
day, frequently fail me in the evenings. 

• Believe me to be with great regard, my dear Sir, 

Your very faithful and obliged servant, 

F. Mansbach. 

* Katak, a royal metropolis. (Wilson.) 



